
Room 12, Ms. Boyesen September 17, 2018

The Noisy Paintbox 
Art often starts with a picture book in our class. And so 
The Noisy Paintbox, a wonderful picture book based 
on the life of Vasya Kandinsky, introduced our class to 
the idea of being able to hear music when seeing colors 
(one kind of synesthesia)—the perfect segue to 
reviewing primary colors, mixing secondary colors and 
creating fanciful tertiary ones. The dot cards hanging 
up in our classroom are ‘mixing practice’ to prepare for 
a self-portrait project. Most grade levels and classes do 
some sort of self-portrait, and we’re doing ours with a 
twist: mixing our own colors and adding whimsical 
touches. Also, in preparation for the self-portraits, we 
tried our hand at sketching faces, the shape of eyes, 
eyebrows & lips to add to facial expression, and more.
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Dates At-a-Glance 

9/19 K-2 Math Night               
      5:45-7:00pm CS 

9/26 Scholastic Book Orders  
   Due—thank you! 

9/28 Sept. Awards Assembly 

Kahoot!

We played a learning 
game called Kahoot! to 
answer questions about 
Growth Mindset. Ask your 
child why he/she likes or 
doesn’t like Kahoot! 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 2 

Math Game: Doubles 
Bump 

Spelling Words Week 2 

Inspirations 

"Inspiration is everywhere 
and often in unexpected 
places; you just have to 
keep your eyes open."  
~ Unknown 
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Mapping Penny’s World 
In social studies, we embarked on a fun project to learn 
about maps. Reading Mapping Penny’s World 
introduced us to the birds-eye-view perspective of 
maps, the compass rose, using a key, and more. 
Students got a taste of cartography by setting out to 
create a map of their own bedroom. Later, we’ll move 
onto learning about grids, community maps, CA, and 
the US map. The maps we created should be hanging 
up by the end of the week.

Did you know, you’re welcome to have your child show 
you things in the classroom right before school starts 
or right after? Whenever new art or projects go up, the 
kids love to show you and it’s fun to see in real life even 
if it ends up on Seesaw. 

Growth Mindset, Continued 
This month Scholastic Magazine published an article on 
Growth Mindset, which gave us an opportunity to read 
about how kids can apply the Growth Mindset to 
music, sports, and other goals. Room 12 has been doing 
a FABULOUS job of trying rock stacking, inspired by 
Michael Grab the stone sculpture artist I linked to 
Seesaw. Additionally, we read The Thing Lou Couldn’t 
Do by Ashley Spires about a girl who wanted to climb a 
tree and had to use the Growth Mindset to deal with 
the fact that she couldn’t climb it at first. 

We’ll use all of these stories, metaphors, and 
experiences throughout the year to remind ourselves 
that learning is a process and we can persevere!

Here’s to great week of perseverance! ~ Ms. Boyesen
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Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• The Noisy Paintbox by 
Barb Rosenstock 

• Mapping Penny’s World 
by Loreen Leedy 

• The Library Book by by 
Tom Chapin and Michael 
Mark 

• The Thing Lou Couldn’t 
Do by Ashley Spires 

• Two of Everything by Lily 
Toy Hong 

Upcoming Birthdays 

•  9/20  Kenna 

Word this Week: 

• inquiring 
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